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Matthew Miller, Treasurer 
Lewis for Senate, Inc., 
4 16 Holland Ave 
Morgantown, WV 26501 

Complaintant, 

v. 

John Reeves Raese, 
James M. Troy, and the 
Raese for Senate Committee 

Respondent. 

COMPLAINT 

I’RELI MINARY STATEMENT 

This is a complaint brought pursuant to the Federal Election Campaign Act, “The 

Act,” for enforcement of campaign finance laws on the individual candidate, John Reeves 

Raese, the committee known as “Raese for Senate,” and the committee’s Treasurer, James 

M. Troy. The campaign committee of Hiram Lewis known as Lewis for Senate, Inc., was 

irreparably harmed by the knowingly and willful disregard of campaign finance laws by 

the candidate, John Reeves Raese: his treasurer, James M. Troy, and the committee 

known as ”Raese for Senate.” The cornplaintant alleges that John Reeves Raese and/or 

James M. Troy failed to report the intent to spend personal funds in excess of the 

threshold triggcnng the Millionaire’s Amendment on the original statement of candidacy; 
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proceeded to spend personal funds in excess o f  the threshold prior to the primary election; 

failed to properly report the spending of personal funds to the FEC and opposing 

candidates, and failed to properly notify opposing candidates and the FEC of the 

triggering of the Millionaire‘s Amendment prior to the primary election. The overall 

impact of the violations of the ”Act” culiiiinatcd in subverting the “Act,” and more 

specifically, the Millionaire’s Amendment, all together and causing irreparable hann to 

opposing candidates. 

11. 

VIOLATIONS OF THE “ACT” 

I .  John Reeves Raese, James M. Troy, andor Raese for Senate failed to report the 

intent to spend personal funds jn excess of the threshold. (See Exhibit 1 - John Reeves 

Raese Statement of Candidacy fYcd on 06 Fcbruary 2006. Section 9A. Dectaration of 

Kntent to Expend Personal Funds reported as ‘‘0.00’’ for both the Primary and General 

Elections.) 

2. On January 3 1,2006, John Reeves Raese loaned the committee $35,000. (See 

Exhibit 2: June 15,2006, Letter from James M. Troy.) 

3. On March 14; 2006, John Reeves Raese created a $400,000 Line Of Credit with 

Huntington Banks secured by “STOCK IN CERTAIN NON-PUBLICLY TRADED 

COMPANIES.” (See Exhibit 3: Page 24-26 of Raese for Senate 12-Day Pre-Primary 

Report showing the creation ora line of credit for $400,000 on March 14,2006, and three 

draws on April 27,2006, of $30,OOO, $200,000, and $70,000, respectively. See also 
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Exhibit 4: Page 29 of the Raese for Senate July Quarterly Report showing a $400,000 

Line of Credit creatcd on March 14,2006.) 

4. According to thc FEC, the Millionaire’s Amendment threshold. for West 

Virginia is $414,720. 

5. Thus, on March 14,2006, John Reeves Raese expended personal hnds in 

excess of the threshold ($35,000 + $400,000 = $435,000). 

6 .  The “Raese for Senate” co.mmittee filed its first FEC FORM 10 on May 3, 

2006, fib days a h  spending personal h n d s  in C X C ~ S S  of the threshold. (See Exhibit 5: 

FEC FOlRM 10 filed May 3,2006, and reporting three expenditures of  personal fhds in 

the amount of $70,000, $100,000, and $80,000, respectively.) 

7. John Rekves Raesc, James M. Troy, and the Raese for Senate Committee failed 

to provide timely notice of the expenditure of personal funds 111 excess of the threshold. 

The public record did not reflect the triggering of the Millionaire‘s Amendment until the 

final days of the Primary ekction. The Raesc for Senate April Quarterly Report reflected 

only $125,0OO in personal loans to the campaign even though the Millionaire’s 

Amendment was triggered during the filing period. (See Exhibit 6: Page 3 of Raese for 

Senate April Quarterly Report showing loans made or guaranteed by the candidate of 

$125,000 ) The earliest notice of John Reeves Raese’s triggering of the Millionaire’s 

Amendment would have been the day the 12-Day Pre-Primary Report was posted on the 

FEC website The Report was stamped received by the Secretary of the Senate on the 271h 
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day o f  April, 2006. Generally, the rep.orts are not posted on the FEC website for at least a 

week following receipt by the Secretary of the Senate, 

8. John Reeves Raesc, James M. Troy, and the Raese for Senate campaign failed 

to timely notice Hiram Lewis, Matt Miller, or Lewis for Senate, Inc., of  the triggering of 

the Millionaire's Amendment. 
I 

9. In fact, John Rcevcs Raese, James M. Troy, and the Raese for Senate 

Committee knowingly and vdlfully conspired to usurp the "Act" by failing to timely file 

noticc of intent to expend finds in excess of the threshold. John Reeves Raese, James M. 

Troy, and the Raese for Senate Committee first reported the triggcring o f  the Amendment 

more than a month after the Amendinent wits triggered and with oilly a week or two left 

before the primary election. Obviously, John Reeves Raese, James M. Troy, and/or the 

Raese for Senate Committee knew or should have known of the intent to spend personal 

funds at the time the funds were expended or the line o f  credit was established. However, 

the Raese for Senate Committee did not amend the original Statement of Candidacy until 

April 24,2006. The Amended Statement of Candidacy filed o i  April 24,2006, changed 

Line 9A, Declaration of Intent to Expend Personal Funds In Excess of the Threshold for 

the Primary Election from "0.00" to "$250.000," (See Exhibit 7: Amended Statement of 

Candidacy, April 24,2006.) 

10. At the time, the Lewis campaign had more than thirty donors that gave the 

$2,100 maximuin contribution. With proper notice, the campaign could have solicited 
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three times the contribution limit of $6,300 from each individual contributor, or $126,000. 

John Reeves Raese's, James M. Troy's, arid the Raese for Senate Committee's failure to 

abide by the .'Act" cost the Lewis campaign the opportunity to raise more than $100,000 

fiorn proven donors. 

WHEFEFORL, the Complainant requests that the appropriate criminal and civil 

enforceinent actions be taken against John Reeves Raese, James M. Troy, and the Raese 

for Senate Committee. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 

Matthew Miller, Treasurer 
Lewis for Senate, Inc. 
416 Holland Ave 
Morgdntown, \Nv 2650 1 
(304) 692- 1236 

1, , aNotary Public in the State of West Virginia, 
do h&by acknowledge that Matthew Miller did personally appearbefore me on this the 
6'" day of December, 2006. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this the 61h day of December, 2006. 

Not'& Public 

My Commission Expires o n 2  & . 4 \ 
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EXHIBIT 1 

John Reeves Raese’s 
Statement of Candidacy filed on 

06 February 2006. 
Section 9A Declaration of Intent to 
Expend Personal Funds reported as 

“0.00” for both the Primary and. General 
I Elections. 
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June 15,2006, Letter from James M. 
I 

Troy 
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EXHIBIT 3 

Pages 24-26 of Raese for Senate 12-Day 
Pre-Primary Report showing the creation 
of a line of credit for $400,000 on March 

14,2006, and three draws on April 27, 
2006, o f  $30,000, $200,000, and 

$7 0,000, respectively . 
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SCHEDULE C-1 

RAE* FOR SENNE j _I 
BeekfbtIb: scow 

LENDIN0 RStrrUTlON (LEHDER) , 

Full hlJdnd 
THE HUNTINGTON N A T W L  BANK 
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EXHIBIT 

I 

Page 29 o f  the Raese for Senate July 
Quarterly Report showing a $400,000 
Line of Credit created on March 14, 

2006. 
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EXHIBIT 5 

FEC FORM 10 Filed on May 3,2006, 
and reporting three expenditures o f  

personal funds in the amount of $70,000, 
$100,000, and $80,000, respe,ctively. 
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EXHIBIT 6 

Page 3 of the 'Raese for Senate April , 

Quarterly Report showing loans made or 
guaranteed by the candidate of $125,000 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 



I 

I Pa@ 3 

I. RECEIPTS 
I 

i 
I 

PbUIIw P w l y C o m w  ................... 
OVler Pdldcel d a m m h e r  
(a& aa P r n ]  ... ..-.. -*- ......... k..l..l 

1 :  . .I . . . . . . .  I ....... 
11 35QQ bll 

1 ~ 4 0  00 
.. r-. . - . . - - -- .. -- .* . . . . . . .  -r Y ... 

- _ .  . -  ... I.& . . . . .  . - - e  - - . . . . . . . .  -. w. ... -- .. 
1 i 4840,OO 

[I .bo 
u5oo.m 

. . . . . . . . . .  . . .  C . . . l . . r . . I .  c ...- . 
.. ..e ......... w .a. .. . .  : 

. IC . .  . . . .  , .-- a 

<. . . . . . . . .  d- - . . . . .  r' ,,.q..-*r-.. ..... * ...... 
b cI.w - .... ....... 111 ........... 

- '1 . 
e . .  11 3$OOIOD - -0 . .. -. .... a.. 

14dQ 00 

11 4840 00 
rr- " I. . * ,  . .-. - .......... I a. . I .  

Y 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  #.- - .  . . . . .  J '. 
24500.0Q .- - . , n a - -  . . ... .. . . . .  - I* 

a m  - - - .  -. - 
- . . . .  

' lsslb4cl.O' 

12 TRANSFERS FROM CITH€R 
W R I E D  COMMfEES.. ................ 

. . . . . . .  .... - .. -. 
0.oo .I . . . . . . . . .  ..... ... 

- -p- 6 1 . . . . .  ........ 
I 125000.00 
p ....... .----CI. .. c. 

a.oo * 
I ...... k. .."- ...... .I.. .. ,.- .. .-. .... .-.*--.:b. ....... 

l ~ O O . 0 0  : ..... -. ..- . .  -c .I . 4 

a .. - .. * - 
. . . . . . . .  so D .  - - -  ............ 

I t  0.60 
..._ ...... M I  a.. - 4 - .  . . . .C . *  .. . -  .. e.. . . . . .  

12500h00 ' .. * -L .. 

- .  I -  . ............. 
I O#OO ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . e . :  

............. .I . . 0,QO 

.... " . . . . . . . . .  -. 
0.00 

. m.. .... - .. b 

. .  ..- b c .  

.._ ....... .-. .. r-. - *  

i!&i44oxK) . 
i .- .- . . . . .  

. -  . a .  . -  -. 
. &4#.00 - . .a ..- c 



I 

i 
I 

I i .  .. . i .. 

EXHIBIT 7 

Amended Statement of Candidacy, 
April 24,2006. 
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